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criminologist of the 20th century (for this 
and other work, such as the formation of 
differential association theory, see Chapter 
10). In this presentation, which was the 
ASA presidential address, Sutherland did 
not provide a clear definition of white-
collar crime but simply presented a variety 
of cases that seemed to apply.9 For example, 
Sutherland discussed the racketeering cases 
against Chicago’s Al Capone as well as the 
Federal Trade Commission investigations of 
automobile companies that falsely adver-
tised low-interest-rate loans and the false 
claims of some of Hearst’s publications, such 
as Good Housekeeping. His discussion also 
included cases in which judges and various 
officials accepted bribes or engaged in other 
unethical practices in which they abused the 
power of their positions. Perhaps the reason 
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At the end of Sutherland’s 
presidentialo precrime 
(discussed below); again, a 
clear definition of the 
concept was not 
provided.16 However, in 
1949, Sutherland 
published two works that 
supplied defini-tions, albeit 
still somewhat vague, for 
white-collar crime. One of 
these was White-Collar 

Al Capone’s mug shot, 
taken by the Chicago 
police after his 1931 
arrest.
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white-collar crime: 
criteria include  
(1) upper-class offender,
(2) work-related violations,
(3) work-related violations
of blue-collar workers 
excluded, and (4) regular 
crimes committed by 
upper-class persons 
excluded.

Edwin Sutherland: 
the man who coined the 
term white-collar crime; 
generally considered 
the most prominent 
criminologist of the  
20th century.


